
Just to keep you inspired…  
 

Dear Colleagues 

SAPSOS has built a truly amazing national collaboration of 
colleagues who care about perioperative outcomes in South African 
paediatric surgical patients. This collaboration is now well over 40 
hospitals! This is an inspiring way to address one of the National Top 10 
Perioperative Research priorities for South Africa, as agreed upon by 
SAPORG (South African Perioperative Research Group). Your dedicated 
work in SAPSOS will not only document the current state of paediatric 

surgical outcomes in South Africa, 
but it will more importantly help 
identify signals of where we can 
improve these surgical outcomes, through 
subsequent interventional trials or quality 
improvement programmes.  
Thank you for being part 
of a growing 
collaborative group who 
will improve the care of 

our South African paediatric patients. Good luck with 
completing the data locking phase of SAPSOS.  
Regards Bruce Biccard @bruce.biccard 
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Believe in the Collaborative Future of Medicine 

 
Go on, spread the word about @SAPSOS and Tweet 

 

Hip hip 
hooray, 
SAPSOS 
making 
history 

today  
AWESOME! 
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So what happens now

The last step is to make sure all the data is captured on Redcap, some of you are “load as you 
go” kind of researchers, some are “hoarders” and do it all at the end. Which ever you are, we 
need to make sure that the final data is all loaded as soon as possible after your site is done. 
Remember that we cannot include your site if you have too many incomplete fields.  
There is still a long but exciting process of data analysis and write up, but we can’t start until 
all the data is captured. You might be getting the “gentle reminders” from Dawid… 
 

A message from Alex, our PI 
 

Thank you so much to everyone for all of your hard work and 
contributions so far. Currently there are over 1900 patients 

entered into RedCap which is fantastic! 

I feel privileged to be a part of our network of doctors working 
on SAPSOS around South Africa 

and I firmly believe that this 
study will make a difference to 

our patients. 

 

 

A message from Heidi Meyer at 

RCWMCH 

 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!  

Email us your experience, pictures, stories, and we can share them in our next newsletter 

www.sapsos.co.za 

It has certainly been a very busy few weeks at 
Red Cross War Memorial Children’s Hospital 
having successfully recruited over 270 children 
for the SAPSOS study. Furthermore, we are 
pleased to report that recruitment certainly 
became easier with increasing familiarity with 
the data collection tools. 
Many hands make lighter work, and we would 
also like to say thank you to all the surgical, 
medical and administrative staff who have 
been such an enormous help with completing 
the discharge data.   
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